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W88-0010.1.  Blaauw, Jacob (1897-1987). 
 Papers, 1942-1960 (bulk 1955-1960).  4.50 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 Hope College class of 1925; Western Theological Seminary class of 
1928; minister of the Reformed Church in America; missionary to Canada, 
1956-1960.  This collection contains Board of Domestic Missions annual 
reports, correspondence, manual, minutes and reports.  Articles pertaining 
to Canadian work and budgets are also contained.  Correspondence with 
several churches and individuals, such as Eugene Heideman, Jacob Kuiper, Richard Oudersluys, 
and Jacob Prins is contained.  Photographs, church dedication booklets, and Church Herald 
correspondence is also housed in this collection. 
 
Accession No:  W88-0010.1 
Provenance:  Jacob Blaauw 
Donor:   Western Theological Seminary 
Photographs:  55 images (Box 3) 
Processed by:  Leon Witteveen, November 1995 
 
Biography 
 
 Jacob Blaauw was born in the Netherlands on June 24, 1897, and came to the United 
States in 1910.  He was a graduate of Moody Bible Institute, Hope College, and Western 
Theological Seminary.  He pastored Reformed churches in Decatur, Grandville, South Holland 
(Illinois), Grand Rapids, and Beaverdam, Michigan, and also served as director of Canadian 
work for the RCA from 1955-1960. 
 Blaauw served on the board of directors of Western Seminary for eight years and on the 
Board of Trustees of Central College for six years.  He was president of the Synod of Chicago 
and served on its Expansion Committee.  He also was a member of the Board of Domestic 
Missions and chairman of the Canadian Committee.  In 1953, he represented the General Synod 
of the RCA at the Synod of the Hervormde Kerk, and enlisted five young theological students to 
finish their studies in the United States in preparation for service in the Canadian field. 
 In 1928, he was married to Henrietta Dekker of Chicago, and that same year was ordained 
to the ministry.  He retired from the ministry in 1968 and died at the age of 90 in 1987.  
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Jacob Blaauw collection consists primarily of correspondence pertaining to his work 
in four major areas:  Board of Domestic Missions, Director of Canadian Immigrant Work, 
Committee on Church Union, and Western Theological Seminary Board.   
 The collection is arranged in four series:  Board of Domestic Missions, Canadian Work, 
Committee on Church Union, and Western Theological Seminary Board, plus a few 
miscellaneous folders, including one containing personal information.  Within each series the 
folders are arranged according to type of material.   
 The bulk of the material consists of correspondence with or pertaining to ministers and 
 Jacob Blaauw 
W88-0010.1 
 
 
 
 
 2 
churches in Canada during his tenure as Director of Canadian Immigrant Work from 1955-1960. 
It also includes 51 photographs, mostly of ministers, church buildings, and groups of immigrants. 
Many, but not all, of the individuals in the photographs are identified.   
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
 Biographical Information, n.d. 
 Board of Domestic Missions, 1942-1960 
  Annual Reports, 1956-1959, 1962 
  Correspondence, 1942-1957 
  Manuals, 1954 
  Minutes and Reports 
   General Meetings, 1953-1954 (2 folders) 
   Canadian Committee, 1953-1960 
   Executive Committee and Policy Committee, 1953-1955 
 Canadian Work, 1955-1960 
  Articles by Jacob Blaauw, 1956-1957 
  Articles re: Work of CRC in Canada, 1949-1953 
  Booklets re: United Church of Canada, 1957-1959 
  Budgets and Financial Reports, 1953-1961 
  Correspondence 
   Churches 
    Alberni, 1957-1959 
    Barrie, 1955-1960 
    Brantford, 1955-1960 
    Brockville, 1955-1960 
    Calgary, 1955-1959 
    Chatham, 1955-1960 
    Cooksville, 1955-1960 
    Drayton, 1956-1962 
    Dunnville, 1955-1967 
    Edmonton I, 1955-1961 
    Edmonton II, 1955-1959 
    Exeter, 1956-1961 
    Guelph, 1956-1973 
    Hamilton, 1955-1964 
    Harriston, 1955-1960 
    Leamington, 1955-1959 
    Lethbridge, 1955-1959 
    London, 1955-1960 
    Medicine Hat, 1956-1957 
    Saskatoon, 1955-1956 
    St. Catherines, 1956-1959 
    Stony Creek, 1953-1963 
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    Stoufville, 1956-1957 
    Strathroy, 1956-1959 
    Toronto, 1956-1959 
    Vancouver, 1956-1959 
    Whalley, 1957-1960 
    Whitby, 1956-1964 
    Winnipeg, 1955-1959 
    Woodstock, 1956-1960 
   Individuals 
    Aberson, John, 1958 
    Alderink, Gordon, 1949-1951 
    Bayer, Frank, 1957-1958 
    Bekkering, John, 1955-1959 
    Blom, Donald, 1954 
    Blom, L. H., 1957 (D) 
    Boekhoven, Henry, 1955-1959 
    Bons, Cornelis G., 1955-1959 
    Brunemeyer, Eltje, 1959 
    De Haan, Henk, 1957 
    De Jong, Peter, 1957-1958 
    De Man, Robert, 1958 
    De Vries, Frank, 1957 
    De Witt, C. J., 1956-1959 
    Docter, Garret H., 1957 
    Drost, John, 1956-1960 
    Dubbledam, K., 1959-1960 
    Dykstra, Jacob, 1955-1960 
    Eelman, Neil, 1955 
    Endert, John, 1957-1960 
    Euwema, Joe, 1957-1963 
    Falkenburg, John, 1954-1958 
    Fikse, Henry, 1956-1959 
    Franken, Henry, 1956-1961 
    Groenewald, E. P., 1959 
    Han, Paul, 1958 
    Hanhart, Karel, 1955-1965 
    Harmelink, Herman, 1955-1959 
    Hartmans, Rolland A., 1956-1959 
    Heeg, Harry, 1959 
    Heideman, Eugene, 1956-1960 
    Heldring, Jean, 1856-1960 
    Helmus, John, 1958-1960 
    Hesselink, Harold, 1956-1958 
    Hoeksema, Martin, 1959 
    Hoekstra, John, 1955-1960 
    Hogerwaard, Tom, 1957-1961 
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    Hoksbergen, John, 1958-1959 
 
Box 2 
 
 Canadian Work, 1955-1960 (cont.) 
  Correspondence (cont.) 
   Individuals (cont.) 
    Hoogenboom, Joshua, 1955-1956 
    Hunter, L. M., 1956 
    Israel, C. D., 1958 
    Janssen, Gerard, 1958 
    Joldersma, Jacob, 1955 
    Katerberg, Rudolf, 1956-1959 
    Klaaren, John, 1956-1959 
    Klein, Corstian, 1957-1959 
    Kolenbrander, Dirk J., 1959 
    Kolenbrander, Henry, 1956-1960 
    Koolhaas, A. A., 1959 
    Kooyman, J., 1957 (D) 
    Kranendonk, Paul, 1959 
    Kroon, William, 1957-1958 
    Kuiper, Jacob G., 1959 
    Lugtigheid, Jan, 1958-1959 
    Lugtigheid, Peter, 1958-1959 
    Minnema, John, 1955 
    Moerman, John, 1955-1959 
    Molenaar, Gerrit, 1955-1959 
    Mulder, Dirk, 1955-1964 
    Muyskens, George C., 1958-1959 
    Nieuwsma, John, 1959 
    Opmeer, Art, 1956-1959 
    Opmeer, Jaap, 1959 
    Oudersluys, Richard, 1955-1959 
    Passchier, A. 1959 
    Pelon, Donald, 1957 
    Prins, Jacob, 1955-1957 
    Redeker, Russ, 1956-1960 (2 folders) 
    Rezelman, Gerrit, 1957-1964 
    Rietveld, E. J., 1959 
    Rikkers, Henry, 1955 
    Rozendaal, Henry, 1956-1960 
    Schermer, Anton, 1953-1959 
    Schipper, Clarence H., 1957-1959 
    Schroeder, Carl, 1955-1960 
    Snow, Roger F., 1958 
    Stiel, D. T., 1959 
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    Sturrus, Peter, 1959 
    ten Zythoff, Gerrit J., 1953-1963 
    Ter Louw, John S., 1956-1959 
    Tinklenberg, Anthony, 1952-1953 
    Toebes, ?, 1957 (D) 
    Van Beek, Bert, 1957 
    Vanden Berg, J. W., 1959 
    Vanden Berg, Richard J., 1955-1958 (4 folders) 
    Vanden Berge, Peter, 1959 
    Vander Meer, William H., 1952-1956 
    Vander Molen, Peter, 1957-1959 
    Vander Pol, Henry, 1957-1959 
    Vander Pol, Ralph, 1952-1960 
    Vander Schaaf, Sam, 1955-1957 
    Vander Schaaf, Tom, 1957 
    Vander Vliet, J., 1958 
    Vander Wolde, Gerrit, 1955-1956 
    Vander Woude, B. T., 1958-1960 
    Vander Woude, Paul, 1959 
    Van Dyk, Geert, 1955-1959 
    Van Essel, Douglas, 1957 
    Van Essen, Henrick, 1955-1959 
    Van Farowe, Richard, 1955-1960 
    Van Heest, John J., 1957 
    Van Innen, Herman, 1951 
    Van't Kerkhoff, H., 1957 
    Van Kuiken, Jelle, 1953-1960 
    Van Leerdam, Peter, 1957 
    Van Nie, 1958-1959 
    Van Oostveen, Jan, 1955-1960 
    Van Zante, Anthony, 1957 
    Veen, Jan, 1959 
    Veenman, M., 1957 (D) 
    Veldhuis, Sipko, 1958-1960 
    Verboom, Peter, 1958-1959 
    Vermeulen, Albert, 1957-1959 
    Warnaar, W., 1957-1958 
    Zegerias, Harry, 1950-1959 
   Other 
    Algemene Emigratie-Centrale, 1956 
    Canadian Committee, 1950-1956 
    Canadian Customs Division, 1949-1954 
    Canadese Kerkbode, 1949-1951 
    Canadian National Railways, 1955-1960 
    Canadian-Netherlands Immigration Council, 1955-1959 
    Canadian Pacific Railways, 1955-1960 
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    Christelijke Emigratie-Centrale, 1956-1958 
    Church Herald, 1955-1960 
    Church World Service, 1953-1957 
    Circular Letters, 1955-1959 
    Consistorial Union of Ontario, 1955-1959 
    Consistorial Union West, 1957-1958 
    Dutch Ministers, 1953-1958 
    General, 1948-1951 
    Gifts from Churches, 1956-1959 
    Hamilton Properties, 1955 
    Hervormde Emigratie Commissie, 1949-1960 
 
Box 3 
 
 Canadian Work, 1955-1960 (cont.) 
  Correspondence (cont.) 
   Others (cont.) 
    Hervormde Kerk, 1947-1961 
    Income Tax, 1958-1959 
    KLM Airlines, 1958 
    Moving Ministers, 1958-1960 
    Northwestern College, 1956-1959 
    Ontario Classis, 1959-1960 
    Ontario Youth Fellowship, 1957-1958 
    Ordination of Dutch Students, 1952-1954 
    Pioneer, 1951-1959 
    Prayer Time (Temple Time), 1955-1956 
    Speaking Engagements, 1955-1959 
    Student Financial Aid, 1955-1960 
    Summer Students, 1955-1958 
    Supporting Churches, 1955-1959 
    USA Consulate General, 1957-1960 
    Workshop, 1959 
  Historical Articles, 1950-1959 
  Immigration Booklets, 1957 
  Photographs 
   Buildings 
    Chatham Church (1 image) 
    Dunnville Church (1 image) 
    Galt Church (1 image) 
    London Church (1 image) 
    St. Catherines (2 images) 
    Strathroy Church (3 images) 
    Vancouver Church (2 image) 
    Whitby Church (2 images) 
    Woodstock Church (7 images) 
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    Farmhouse (1 image) 
    Unidentified (4 images) 
   Groups 
    Immigrants (4 images) 
    Ministers and Missionaries (5 images) 
    Unidentified (9 images) 
   Individuals 
    Jacob Blaauw (3 images) 
    Unidentified (2 images) 
  Service Reports, 1949-1960 
  Statistics and Evaluation, 1957 
  Survey Reports on Churches in Western Canada, 1959    
 Church Dedication Booklets, 1947-1963 
 Church Herald Correspondence, 1945-1947 
 Committee on Church Union 
  RCA and UPC  
   Articles and Brochures, 1945-1969 
   Correspondence, 1947-1965 
   Minutes and Reports, 1947-1950 
  RCA and PCUS 
   Articles, 1962-1969 
   Fellowship of Concerned RCA 
    Minutes and Reports, 1964-1967 
  Federal Council of Churches 
   Articles, Brochures, Correspondence, 1944-1950 
  National Council of Churches 
   Articles, Brochures, Correspondence, 1960-1968 
  World Council of Churches 
   Articles and Brochures, 1947-1971   
 Mission Booklets, 1960-1965 
 Reformed Church Historical Pamphlets, 1943-1948 
 South Holland (Illinois) Reformed Church 
  Letters to Soldiers, 1943-1946 
  Services for Soldiers, 1942-1950 
 Western Theological Seminary Board 
  Building Project Reports, 1951-1955 
  Bulletins, 1949-1966 
  Clippings, 1953-1955 
  Correspondence, 1949-1965 
  Photographs, 1954 
   Dedication of Seminary Building, 1954 (4 images) 
   Presentation of check from students for Canadian project, 1958 (3 images) 
  Reports and Minutes, 1947-1955 
